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Addison
Frain

Addison is a multi sport athlete. She places soccer and basketball. 
She is a goalie in soccer and gets some fi eld time. Basketball 
she plays point guard and guard. She also use to be an All star 
cheerleader. Has won multiple national championships and US 
fi nals champion.
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Vinscent is very diverse when it 
comes to Sports. He started playing 
Sports at the Young age of 4yrs Old. 
He began with Flag Football then 
went on to Soccer and at 7yrs Old 
he started taking MMA. Vinscent has 
gone on to becoming an AMAZING 
Quarterback for his Little League 
WFFL Team from the age of 7 all 
the way to recently this year which 
he just eneded his fi nal WFFL year 
at 14. He is also the Quarterback for 
4 Comp Teams for Football in which 
he has had the opportunity to Travel 
the US. He has the opportunity 
to compete in States such as; 
Arizona, California, Nevada, Ohio, 
Washington,  Colorado, Idaho, and 

Florida. On Dec 5th 2019 he traveled 
to Canton, Ohio and was conducted 
into The Pro Football Hall of Fame 
for Youth Championships. His 1 
Comp Team also took Nationals in 
Phoenix, Arizona on May 25th 2019. 
He was on a 7v7 Football Team 
that took Nationals in Pasadena, 
California as well March of 2018. He 
is again on his was to Florida in Dec 
of 2020 as well. 
Now Football is NOT all he is good 
at. He Gained his Black Belt in 
Karate on July 28th 2018. 
He we to The Golden Gloves (for 
Boxing) in Mesquite, Nevada and 
went all the way to the Finals on 
July 20th 2018. He competed in 

NAGA (which is a MMA Competition) 
and received 3 Silver Metals. He 
received 4 Gold Metals competing 
in Wrestling. He also The Pitcher for 
his Baseball Team in which he was 
able to take his Baseball Team to the 
Championship in 2019. 
So all in all he is VERY Diverse in 
most all Sports. To sum it down his 
Favorites have been; 
Goalie for Soccer, Pitcher for 
Baseball, his Fighting Record for 
Boxing 12 Wins 5 Loses, 4 Gold 
Metals in Wrestling, 3 Silver Metals 
at NAGA, Black Belt in Karate and 
his ALL TIME LOVE Quarterback 
in Football. He has played WR but 
mostly QB.

Vinscent
Apodaca



60 |   UPCOMING ATHLETES.com UPCOMING ATHLETES.com     | 5



6 |   UPCOMING ATHLETES.com UPCOMING ATHLETES.com   | 59

Samerion
“Guru”

McKenzie
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Alyssa
Kinsey
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Alyssa is 9 yrs old and and plays for Hotshots 10u in Cleveland Tn, She has played softball since she was 4 years 
old. Alyssa loves to pitch and has extreme accuracy! Alyssa does pitching lessons at mykzone in ooltewah tn with 
Beth and Jimmy they both push her into meeting all Goals she has set for herself! She is also a utility player with 
her other favorites 2nd base, 3rd base and shortstop. Alyssa has a passion for softball and has a dream of playing 
for UGA in college. She works hard every day to get better. She is a very competitive athlete and learns more every 
day. She sets goals for herself and wont give until she has met them.
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Class of 2028 Samerion “Guru” 
McKenzie rolls with the big 
dogs. Samerion is a born athlete 
named after the late Kobe Bryant 
with the middle name Jakobe. 
Samerion enjoys playing football, 
but unsurprisingly basketball is his 
heart. From the time he was able 
to hold a basketball he has always 
kept one in his hands. He began 
playing basketball at the age of four 
entering a 5/6 recreational league 
and although he was little dominated 

the fl oor. He continues to grow in his 
skills on the court. Although he is only 
in elementary he has participated in 
a on the radar showcase for middle 
schoolers. Other than his size 
Samerion “Guru” performed at the 
level of others at the camp holding 
his own locking big guys down on 
defense and still able to take and 
make jump shots. Samerion serves 
as a well known point and shooting 
guard on the fl oor and a wide receiver 
and corner back letting nothing get 

past him on the fi eld. Samerion plans 
to attend college and later play in the 
NBA. To prepare Samerion works 
out 2-3 times a week at Kingdom 
Boxing and Fitness Training where 
he focus on his footwork, hand and 
eye coordination, speed and agility. 
He also works hard at home whether 
it be getting his shots up or playing 
football in his own backyard. “Size 
doesn’t matter when you want to 
be great. Go hard or go home.” 
~Samerion “Guru” McKenzie
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Annabelle
Reyna
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Nikolas is 16 and in the 10th grade he plays football 
for PNG High School in Port Neches,Texas.Nikolas 
plays running back and linebacker. He is an all around 
athlete no matter what it takes or how hard he has to 
work he gives it 100% always. Nikolas has attended 
the Parisi speed school for 4 years to always try to 
improve his skills.  He has participated in Rivals and 
FBU Texas Showdown.  He was invited to attend the 
FBU Top Gun national championship. He has been 
invited to several college summer camps. His goal is 
play college football and one day play for the NFL.
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Bentley
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Nikolas
Watler
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My son Bentley has been playing soccer since he was 3 and travel since 
he was 6. He is 12 now. He also runs Cross Country and will start track and 
fi eld in the Spring. He has played on teams that have lost almost every 
game and I believe that was a learning experience for him to never give 
up. His team now last Fall went 21 wins and 5 loses! A great season. We 
started Spring undefeated until we could not play anymore. He had to 
learn teamwork as when he wouldn’t get a goal he would get upset but 
now he knows when he assists a goal he feels just as good about it! We are 
from Arkansas and the team was so happy to win fi rst place in Memphis TN. 
Big win for us! This year he has the most goals scored and in top 5 for PK’s. 
Cross Country fi rst year to run up at 6:30am and loved it. Top 10 go to fi nals 
and he fi nished 13th. Not bad considering he takes 3 Pre-AP classes and 
soccer as well. Best miles was 6 minutes 23 seconds. Not bad he knows he 
needs to trim the second mile down as well to get a 12 minute 2 mile. He 
works hard and has so much determination.
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Lexie
Walker

Brayden palacios started 
with  playing fl ag football and 
absolutely loves the sport and 
has a passion for it .  He’s now 
playing for the school and has 
done a great job on off ense 
and defense . He has made a 
TD each game and has made 
player of the week each week 
as well. He has a dream to play 
college football one day .

Photos Credits Mary Camacho
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Brandon
Rodriguez
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Lexie has been 
playing softball since 
she was old enough 
to pick up a ball and 
a bat. Lexie is now 16 
and plays softball for 
north Pontotoc High 
School. She also 
plays travel ball for 
apex out of Alabama, 
that’s where the fi rst 
3 pictures are from 
and the last two are 
from school ball.
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Kaylee
Bolding
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Caydence
Daniels

Caydence has been playing ball 
since the early age of 3! His love and 
skill has just grown tremendously 
throughout the years. His All-Star 
team at the age of 6 made it all the 
way to the Louisiana Pony World 
Series! At the age of 7 the same 
team “The Burleson Rebels” won 
the Travel-sports World Series out 
of Grapevine, Texas. At the ages of 
8, he and his team won the Cen-
Tex World Series Through many 
sweat and tears he has fought hard 
to become the player he is today. 
He is currently on a 10uAAA team. 

His favorite and strongest position 
is Centerfi eld, however, you can 
put him at any position including 
pitcher and catcher (even though 
he’s always been the smallest 
one on the team) and he can do 
work. He has goals of playing 
college baseball and Dreams of 
becoming a Major League Baseball 
player, and then pursuing a career 
in law enforcement. Aside from 
Caydence’s skills on the fi eld, he is 
one of the most respectful, caring, 
and humble 9 year old you’ll ever 
meet! He wears his heart on his 

sleeve. His biggest challenge has 
been learning not to be hard on 
himself when he makes a mistake. 
Which is still a work in progress but 
he has improved tremendously! 
There isn’t a day that goes by that 
he doesn’t have a ball, glove or bat 
in his hands. The passion and love 
he has for the sport shows on and 
off  the fi eld. He proudly owns the 
title “Momma’s Boy” and isn’t afraid 
to share his love for God and his 
entire family.
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Ismael
Mendez
Molina
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Ismael has been a very competitive 
person since he was very small. I 
brought this up with his pediatrician 
because his desire to be the best in 
everything was to me, not normal. 
Doc said put him in sports, it should 
help...NOPE! What it did help 
with was putting energy and eff ort 
into something he loves. He has 
always been the smallest kid on the 
fi eld, whether in Soccer, baseball, 
basketball and football. There is one 

thing for sure, there aren’t many kids 
on that fi eld with the same amount 
of heart or determination. Ismael 
manages to stand out wherever he 
goes and make people watch him. He 
has made All-star team in baseball 
every year he was eligible. Also 
making all-star teams in football. He 
is an outstanding student. He tested 
into the gifted program and qualifi ed 
in every portion. More importantly 
Ismael is respectful, trustworthy, and 

honest. Ismael’s dad works 2 jobs so 
that I can be home with him and his 
sister. So that Ismael has everything 
he needs to succeed. Ismael knows 
of the sacrifi ces we have made for 
him, he says that’s what makes him 
work so hard. My son is an all around 
amazing athlete, hard working 
student, but most importantly a good 
person.
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IsmaelMendezMolina
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Kane
Connelly

Kane started playing street and dek 
hockey when he had just turned 6 
years old. His 3rd game ever, his 
coach asked him if he would want to 
try goalie. He tried on the gear, got 
in the net and from then on he was 
hooked. Being a goalie has brought 
him great confi dence and has helped 
make many great memories. Kane 
has been in speech therapy since he 
was 4 for disfl uency/stutter and was 
always a little shy. Playing hockey 
has brought him out of his shell and 

helped him in his physical and social 
aspects but has helped him leaps 
and bounds with confi dence and he 
has made life changing progress 
in speech therapy. Kane has won 
2 back to back Championships and 
has played on 2 travel teams in 2 
diff erent towns. Kane loves to watch 
Ron Hextall videos on YouTube and 
try to mimic his plays. His favorite 
things about being a hockey goalie 
are wearing awesome gear and 
specialized helmets designed by his 

dad for each team he’s on, going 
out and challenging a player on a 
breakaway and at the end of a win 
when his whole team rushes to him 
in his crease and they all get to 
celebrate together. Kane would love 
to be a Team USA goalie when he 
gets a little older and travel all over 
the world and play other amazing 
teams. If he keeps up the hard work 
in his crease we will be sure to see 
him reach that goal with no problem.
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My son Juan Carlos is 5 years 
old. He started Tball when 
he turned 3 years old. He is 
currently playing fall which 
is his last season in tball. He 
will be moving up to Juniors. 
I remember his fi rst season 
in tball, practically benched 
because he didn’t want to play. 
Now you can’t get the glove 
off . He sleeps with this batting 
gloves and practices everyday. 
He wants to be a pitcher. 
Everything in is life is about 
baseball and of course marvel. 
He is currently working off  the 
pitching machine and loves 
to play fi rst base. He loves to 
watch older kids play so he can 
keep learning.
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John Gossard will be 12 years of age in December, he 
plays major league baseball for Sunco at the West End 
Little League. John aka lil’ John. Back in 2017 John did 
the MLB pitch hit and run competition at federal little 
league, he won fi rst place in pitching, which then he 
advanced to the next round that was played in monrova 
md. John also won 1st place for pitching that then took 
him to the fi nal round that was played at Camden Yards. 
John Placed 3rd place! In 2018 John was nominated to 
play in the baseball youth all American, which is kids 
from all across the nation to come and play a 3/4 day 
weekend of baseball, they pick the best players from 
diff erent states to play. He got to play in San Antonio 
Texas, His team 2027 team freedom took 1st place. 
2019 he was asked to come back to play again this time 
it was in Ocean City Maryland, they placed 3rd in their 
age bracket. 2020 John was asked to come play again 
but with Covid going on he was unable to play, which 
crushed his heart. John started playing baseball when 
he was 6yrs of age, he made the 7/8 allstars when he 
was 8 he got moved up to the 9/10 allstars and same 
with when he was 10 they moved him up to the 11/12 
allstars. Alot of coaches knew from then he was going 
to make something of himself till this day they say his 
heart and sole is all about baseball. Even coaches from 
other leagues come over to say how good he is. He has 
struggled in life without a father fi gure so he looks up to 
his grandfather George Gipe and all his coaches that he 
has ever worked with for guidance into becoming who 
he is. His goal at life is to make something from what hes 
good at and wants to succeed in baseball whether it be a 
professional baseball player or a baseball coach.
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