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 My achievements  in tennis , l 
am  learning from the best 
coach, soon we will be 
preparing for competitions - 
the first for me , l’m a little 
worried. I have a dream - to 
take part in the Wimbledon 
tournament  and win!!! Thanks  
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Ashai 
Walker 
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I have been playing football 
since I could walk with my older 
brother, playing in the back 
garden. 

At age 4 I started mini kickers at 
my brothers club Marston 
Green F.C and singed for 
Marston Under 7’s around a 
year later scoring 72 goals in 
my first season playing as 
striker. 

I got scouted by Aston Villa F.C 
in the quarter finals in the Cup 
in my first season. I got invited 
to train with Villa Academy 
Under 7’s for two months and 
was a really good experience 
training at Villa’s training 
ground. I knew from my first 
session at Villa I had to step up 
my game.  

I also got scouted By West 
Bromwich Albion F.C in the Cup 
Final in my first season and got 
invited to train with the Under 
7’s pre-season soon after.  

I am currently playing for my 
club Marston Green Under 8’s 
which I really enjoy and also 
training with West Bromwich 
Albion Academy Under 8’s 
Which I really enjoy too.  

To date I have scored over 100 
goals for my club Marston. I 
have also played in games for 
West Bromwich Albion 
Academy against grassroots 
teams scoring in games and 
leaning a lot too. 

My dream is to play for 
Liverpool F.C one day, the team 
I support. YNWA 

I am grateful to have had the 
opportunity to play at academy 
clubs and thankful to all the 
coaches for the training which 
is helping me develop.  

Ashai Walker  
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TJ 

I do Taekwondo VTF, 
my dream Black belt!!!  
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Charlie 
Elwell 
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Charlie 
Elwell 
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Dreams are to one day 
become a professional 
footballer. 

Achievements so far is got 
into first grassroots team 
under 6’s. 

Goals one day to play for 
Chelsea and represent 
England. 

Challenges himself to be 
better than the day before. 

TJ 
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This season I've spent time playing at 
various places with most my time For 
Walsall Academy and my Sunday team 
Halesowen Town Colts. 

I have also played games for both 
Birmingham City and Coventry City. 

I've been lucky enough to visit some 
amazing grounds including Man City and 
Arsenal away aswell as a great evening 
playing against my favourite team 
Wolverhampton Wanderers. 

I've spent most my time playing against 
older lads and have always loved the 
challenge. 

One day my dream is to be a premier league 
number 9. 

By big brother Archie spends hours training 
and pushing me and he himself plays at 
Kidderminster Harriers. 

In the future I plan to continue working hard 
and one day make that number 9 dream 
happen. 
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Sebastián 
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Diego Cruz 
Bayes 
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Sebastián 

I would like to be a 
great athlete and an 
excellent firefighter!!  
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Diego Cruz 
Bayes 
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Hi I’m 6 years old! Follow my journey of a footballer  

I am at nottingham forest and derby county pre 
academy and my grassroots team is DSC jfc  

I have been playing football properly 6 months and 
I love the technical side of the game  

Skills are my favourite thing to do  
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Mat Zogi 
Shala 
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Diego Cruz 
Bayes 
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Mat Zogi 
Shala 

I am a 12 year old who has always dreamt 
of being a goalkeeper and I hope that this 
will soon become a reality. Having to do 
well in school and keep up my physical 
fitness has always been a challenge, and 
it can sometimes be very difficult to 
strike a balance between the two, but I 
am somebody who is very disciplined 
and is able to keep up with both my 
academics and football. Growing up in 
Camden and not coming from the most 
affluent of backgrounds immediately 

puts me at a disadvantage to other 
players. However, I will not let this stop 
me and I hope to become a professional 
goalkeeper so I can be living proof of the 
fact that if you work hard, you can 
achieve anything you want to achieve. I 
hope to be an inspiration to many who 
feel as though they have been dealt the 
short straw in life and I will continue to 
work as hard as I do now so I can fulfil this 
hope.  
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Mat Zogi 
Shala 

ATHLETES.com | 23

Hayden 
Connor 
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Leo 
Minney 
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Hayden 
Connor 

My dreams and goals. 

My present goal is to train as much as I can work as hard 
as I can and be the best I can be, for myself and my 
team. Always smile and enjoy the great game. 

My future dream and goal would be to be signed as a 
professional goalkeeper. What ever level this is at I 
don't mind as long as I can do what I love and hopefully 
help others as much as I can. I know this dream is big 
and will take alot of hard work but what dream isn't 
hard? 

In the way future once retired My dream would be still 
to be involved in football in some way whether that is 
managing a team or coaching young goalkeepers or 
even a football pundit. As long as I'm still part of the 
beautiful game I will be happy. 
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Leo 
Minney 
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I have Always had a dream of being able 
to play football as a full time job, I work 
my socks off training 4 times a week and 
play games once  or twice a week. 

My goal is one day to be able to make my 
family proud and be able to earn a living 
from doing the sport I love. 

I was asked to train with Peterborough 
pre academy a little while ago which is a 
big achievement for me, and a big step in 

to getting into an academy to eventually 
achieve my goal. 

I practice my game around Andrea Pirlo, I 
try to stay disciplined & I know it’s not all 
about scoring goals but creating them 
also, I love setting my team mates up for 
goals and showing off the skills I have 
been practicing for the past 5 years. 

One day I will make it, remember the 
name. 
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My name is Ishmael Rosario better known as Ishy. I 
have played soccer since I was 5 years old. I came to 
love the sport at the age of 7. Since that moment I 
am determined to be the best soccer player I can 
be, for my team, friends and especially my family. 
I’m working on becoming the best version of 
myself to make my dreams a reality and become a 
professional soccer player. One day I will play for 
Barcelona, which is my dream team. I currently play 

for the Pa Classics Travel Team. As their striker my 
greatest asset as a player is scoring, dribbling and 
passing. My favorite subject in school is math. I also 
enjoy art class. My family moto is “ Hard work , 
dedication, we don’t quit till we win, failure is 
success and when we dream we dream big.” 

Photographers Credits: Ralph Cox and Joe Gregg 

Ishmael 
Rosario 


